YVSD Comments to the Draft Action Plan

The Draft Action Plan is ambitious and encompassing but lacks concrete working methodology on actual implementation and monitoring. It does not specify designation of roles and responsibilities for stakeholders (government, international development agencies, UN system, business sector and civil society) to act upon as well as detailed examples of multi-stakeholder partnerships on ICT4D. In comparison with the WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation/Type II Partnerships, the present draft does not incorporate real, concrete actions and timelines even realistic targets and binding commitments, especially on implementation strategies and financing mechanisms. 

Three, not two, youth-related paragraphs are incorporated in the working document. Section 1, Paragraph 22. It is basically adopted from the Tokyo Declaration. Yet the phrase "full participation" is vague and unspecific. Thus, we recommend that the paragraph be re-phrased with the following additions: 

".. to prepare them for full participation THROUGH QUALITY EDUCATION AND LADDERIZED TRAINING, DECENT EMPLOYMENT, AND DECISION-MAKING ENGAGEMENT in the Information Society." Section 2, Paragraphs 22 and 44. 

We concur to these youth references. 

Our specific comments (IN BOLD TEXTS) to the Draft::

1. Section 1, Paragraph 11. ".implement programmes and projects for RESOURCE EFFICIENT ICT PRODUCTION THROUGH ADOPTION OF LIFE-CYCLE MANAGEMENT, CLEANER PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGIES AND DEMATERIALIZATION STRATEGIES and the environmentally safe disposal OF ELECTRONIC WASTES (including recycling) of discarded ICT hardware and parts. ILLEGAL DUMPING OF ELECTRONIC HAZARDOUS WASTES TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MUST BE STOPPED." 

2. Section 1, Paragraph 37 (E-Business). There must be a statement specifying the promotion of C2B (consumer-to-business) e-commerce models to enhance the entrepreneurial spirit of young people, especially at local communities, thus contributing to wealth creation and poverty reduction. 

3. Section 1, Paragraph 38 (E-Learning). We propose for the inclusion of the sentence "ONLINE/VIRTUAL SCHOOLS AND DISTANCE LEARNING SHOULD BE WIDELY PROMOTED AS ALTERNATIVE AVENUES OF QUALITY EDUCATION." Cost of education at all levels, especially in developing countries, is annually increasing making them unaffordable for most young people. Provision of public education is now being relegated to the control of the private sector thus establishment of virtual schools, which are less costly, must be promoted. 

4. Section 1, Paragraph 41 (E-Environment). The paragraph completely ignores the potential of ICTs to contribute to environmental compliance monitoring and surveillance and awareness-raising thus enhancing environmental stewardship efforts. 

5. Section 1, Paragraph 42. We recommend the inclusion of the sentence "DIGITAL ARTS MUST BE PROMOTED TO SHOWCASE ARTISTS' CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION USING ICTS." 

6. Section 1, Paragraph 45. The following statements are highly recommended to be added as concrete action plans: "100% OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION TO BE ICT LITERATE BY 2010 AND ICT SKILLED BY 2015." "NATIONAL ICT4D COUNCILS, SIMILAR TO NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS CREATED FOR WSSD, MUST BE ESTABLISHED IN ALL COUNTRIES BY 2005." Or, whenever possible, existing National SD Councils must integrate significance of ICTs into sustainable development strategies. 

7. Section 1, Paragraph 55 (Financing). We strongly suggest that the statement "DEBT-FOR-ICT4D FINANCING MECHANISMS, SIMILAR TO DEBT-FOR-NATURE SWAP, SHOULD BE DEVELOPED." be included in the Action Plan. 

Lastly, we highly commend Terri Willard's proposition that the YCDO framework be specifically mentioned in the Action Plan as the global platform for young people to contribute towards ICT4D and closing the digital divide. 

